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Calendar

Board Meeting

9July and 12 August
2026
7 PM (virtual)

Farmers Market

Starts 2 May
Saturdays 8-12

Empower Women
Event
8 July

Vienna Community
Center

Club PotluckBBQ

12 July
See your email for
details

News and Notes

Optimists Take Over the Taps at Chillin’ on Church

Summer evenings in Vienna were made for Chillin’ on Church, the Town’s popular
outdoor block party that brought neighbors together for live music, great food, and
family-friendly fun. Held on historic Church Street and the Vienna Town Green on
select Friday evenings throughout the summer, the free event featured local food
trucks, beer and wine gardens, live bands, and activities for all ages, with the Vienna
Optimists actively participating and engaging with the community by pouring
refreshments. We appreciate the good turnout of volunteers (who had lots of fun)
and in turn we earned over $300 for the Club.

Chillin’ on Church has become one of Vienna’s signature seasonal gatherings,
offering residents and visitors alike a chance to relax, connect, and celebrate
summer in the heart of town.

OPTIMISTS-
Serving the youth of greater Vienna for more than 65 years! 0{/5} THE BECT

Visit us:
www.OptimistClubofGreaterVienna.org, Instagram or Facebook



http://www.optimistclubofgreatervienna.org,/
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Honoring Club Member Steve Coloney

We have to say goodbye to one of our hardworking volunteers, Steve Coloney, as he heads out to the
Midwest to be nearer to his family. Steve has been a wonderful member of the club and has donated
innumerable hours to our farmer's market and Christmas tree sale. He has always been ready with a
great attitude and smile on his face. One of Steve’s greatest contributions was with the farmers
market pooch parking. He helped streamline it and was a super dog whisperer! With that in mind,
the Optimist Club of Greater Vienna has renamed our pooch parking to Steve's Pooch Parking!

Safe trip, Steve. You will be greatly missed.

Flag Disposal Boxes Available in Vienna

If you have a flag that is ripped, torn, or otherwise unusable, don’t throw it away. You can drop old flags in
specially marked boxes at the addresses below.

e Across from the Community Center at the corner of Mill and Cherry Streets
e At the corner of Center Street North and Ayr Hill Avenue Northeast
e At American Legion Post 180, 330 Center Street North
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Communication Contest for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children

The Communication Contest for Deaf and Hard of Hearing children (CCDHH) was held May 29th at
Canterbury Woods Elementary School. This contest encouraged students to express themselves using either
speech or sign language on this year's topic: "The Moment I Realized I Belonged -- My Definition of
Community." To qualify and compete, students must be certified to have a hearing loss of 40

decibels or more. Participating students were judged on content and presentation and the Optimists provide
monetary awards and medallions to the top three winners.

Appreciation from the Louise Archer Junior Optimists

“We had a terrific year and the kids did a wonderful job with all of our projects. We now meet weekly and the
kids help to distribute the Food for Others weekend food bags to classrooms. We sponsored a food drive in
November to create grocery bags. The kids organized and did inventory for our food pantry; they ran a gift
card drive, made snacks bags for one of our family shelters, made blankets for foster kids, and did holiday
cards for staff and for a local senior center. We also sponsored a Pop Tab collection/competition for the
Ronald McDonald House of NoVA and made dog and cat toys for Lost Dog Rescue Foundation. “

“Thank you for your continued support!”

On the Occasion of Our Birthday

As our nation marks America's 250th anniversary, we have a unique opportunity to
celebrate the ideals of freedom, democracy, and unity that have shaped our country's
history. This milestone invites us to reflect on the achievements, challenges, and diverse
stories that have defined the American experience over the past two and a half centuries.

Throughout the year, communities across the country will commemorate this historic
occasion through service projects, educational programs, and patriotic celebrations.
Participate when you are able, honor those who came before us, and help build a brighter
future for generations to come. Together, we can celebrate our shared history while
continuing the work of strengthening our community and, in turn, our nation.
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President Wendi Carroll

Dear Fellow Optimists,

School is out, summer has officially arrived, and our community is buzzing with sunshine, vacations,
and opportunities to enjoy everything that makes Vienna so special. While many people are slowing
down to enjoy the season, the Optimist Club of Greater Vienna continues to celebrate and support
the incredible young people who make our community shine. Summer is a wonderful reminder that
investing in our youth never takes a vacation!

This July, we are especially excited to recognize two outstanding young people whose achievements,
character, and dedication exemplify the Optimist spirit. On Saturday, July 11, we will

honor William (Will) O’Dell, this year’s recipient of the Vocational/Career and Technical
Education Scholarship. Will will be attending the Universal Technical Institute in Florida this fall.
Then, on Saturday, July 18, we will recognize James (Jimmy) Bollini, recipient of this year’s
Jim Houston Award. Jimmy will be attending Salisbury University this fall.

We hope you'll join us at 9:00 a.m. at the Vienna Farmers Market on July 11 and July 18 to
congratulate these remarkable award recipients. Your presence and applause mean so much to these
deserving young people and reflect the Optimist Club’s commitment to encouraging and supporting
the next generation.

Finally, I’d like to invite everyone to a relaxed Summer Potluck BBQ at my home on Sunday, July
12, from 12:30—3:30 p.m. Please take a look at the flyer for all the details, including my address,
and be sure to RSVP by July 9. I hope you’ll come enjoy some great food, good company, and a fun
afternoon together.

Wishing you and your family a safe, relaxing, and memorable summer. I look forward to seeing you
at our award presentations and the BBQ!

Take good care,

Wendi Carroll
President, Optimist Club of Greater Vienna

Socials Coming Up!

Keep an eye on your emails for notifications of club socials coming
in the next few months. Cost is covered in your membership — all you need
to do is sign up and show up at the appointed time and place.
We would love to see you!
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Board of Directors 2025-2026
Optimist Club of Greater Vienna

President Wendi Carroll
Secretary Jacque Brewer
Treasurer Michele Wright
Immediate Past President

VP, Community Kara Ariail

VP, Digital Communications Brian Isaac
Director, Newsletter Jacque Brewer
VP, Membership Dan Woltman
VP, Youth VACANT

The Optimist Creed

Promise Yourself
To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every
person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is
something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your
optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and
expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are
about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater
achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature
you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have
no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and
too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Christian D. Larsen




